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NEXT BIG THING VIDED

An irsside look 8t construction 3t the
2 50 story condo tower will join the:
v, harkodbe, com/busingss.

Developer:
Mixed use
and bigger
homes can
work together

One of the region’s pio-
nwering efforts in new urban-
ism is “feathering out™ from
its high-density core and add-
ing larger homes.

Theat seerns at odds with
the popular view of compact
villages with condos on top of
shops, but it's acoually part of
a larger vision, say the devel-
opers of Vermillion, a Hunt-
ersville project started nine
years ago.

“New urbanism isn't just
emall houses om small lots |
and starter homes, although
that™s the way it came imite the
Charlone marker,” said Tom
Lamw, whio heads the hocal of-
fieeof inrernationally known
new urbanism ploneer Duany
PMater-Zyberk & Co.

The: Mext Blg Thimg in the
region will be the evolution of
new urtkanism, he believes.

“In other garkets, new ur-
banism has expanded beyond
starter homes, and now that's
happening here,” Low said,

The initial townhomes and
small-ot houses in $00-acre,
$315-million Vermillion sold
for just under S100,000 to
slighthy more than 250,000,

MNow, some of the nearly
250 single-family homes un-
der construction or planned
in the niext two phases will ex-
ceed 4,000 square feet and
scllin the high $400,000s.

The 40,000-population
town's leaders are OF with
the shift.

*“That's what's selling in
Humtersville - high-priced
executive housing,” said May-
or Kim Phillips, "Market con-
ditions have changed and Ver-

milllion has changed with
them®

Project takes next step in new urbanism

The Myers Park of Huntersville

FIRST PHASE |
phase of Vermillion.

s Pa allels

Virmalllivan conbraces mamy of the conoepts wrbim planrer Juhn

For example:

et sl i desspning Charfoine’s Myers Pork neighborhood,

® Elegand and subtly bending streats follow natural ridges. and
swales,

® A park skia drive follows a lingar greemway that Sorms the

rsighberheod’s spine..

B A lgoping bouleard will srsbie transit shuttles to stop within
Tive milnutes of amy horse.and deirer passongers 1o 3 rail transit

sdaion

W Park-Sko frend vards flow bogether, and alieys provide access to 4

rear-yard parking in free-standing garages.

® Trees anc planted in patterns to creabe an duldonr room under 8

shared "ceding” of tree canopy:

® Transat shefters with store bases and shingled roofs have
seating. encouraging walkers to tamy,

Vermillion's Builders

Three bullders bave started developing on larger loes in
e Procifional Vermillion. They one

& Diarvicd Weekley Hormes, Houses range from about 2,800 to maone
than 4400 sguang feet and seil from about $400,000 to neady
$500,000.

® Tumberry Homes, Initial inventiony includes houses from about
3,000 to about 3,500 square fieet, seliing from about $A00,000 te

neaity $440,000.

W 7 L Mets Homes. Houses, range frorm about LG00 to about 2800
squane fest and sell from about $212,000 10 sbout $310,000.

B Vesrnilbon indormation: wenw.newvermillisn.com,

PManncrs believe demand for lange

hesenies bn Vermbllion will belp Hune-
ersville balance development on the
side of town east of Interstate 77
with thee high-growth west side,
which is nearer Lake Norman.

Drorwrstorwns on the cast side, also
stands o benefit.

Vermillion's developers have sc-
cured about 20 acres for 2 retadl ser-
vices profect between the housing
and a planned commuter 3l stop in
the core.

The by bomes and retall con-
centration would dovetail with the

tows revitalization plans, which in-

Townhomes and live-work wnits are clustered arcund a compact village squsare in the initial

clhade transit-related developmend
dawnbow.

ermillio herma: owners woald
e within wealking ar biking distanee
of (he cope, which is bo gt a Disoow-
ery IMace Kids museum Tor childnen
under age 7 in late 2008,

1r's difficalt to predict how soon
commter cail service will arvive, al-
though the Charlotic Area Transit
Systern's plan envishons It in “the
2012 timeframe.”

Drevedoper Nate Bowman broke
groaursd a8 Vermillion in 1998, anici-
pating rail transit by mid- 2005

NEWEST HOMESITES

larger than 4,000 squan: feet.

Small-lot Homes,
Townhomes,
Retail

Without #, he said, transit-or-
ented developn stalled, At the
same thme, rew urbanism hybrids
proliferated in parth Mecklenburg,
Instensifying comperirion.

Sar after completing an initial
phase of 176 units - townhomes atop
retaid arcund a village square and
small-lot < -farmily homes = he
dhyred the market.
ted langer hots for
TS e Inrerstane
irst Lake Norman
it from Charlotse,

PRI ¥ [0 SRATH - dosqurstivichuriotivotnerrer i

Huntersville's
Vermillion

Bowrnan worked with
DPE, which eneated the original
Vermiflion plan, to cut the density in
healf i 1,050 pesidential units

Huntersville officials approved
the nevised conoopt.

The trwmn weanits the highest den-
siry on the edge of Vermillion clese
10 downgown, and the changes in-
wobhved the most distant acrcage, sakd
planming director Jack Simoncau.

=The terrmain o the back side is
rough o more conducive to feath-
erirgg o density” he sid,

In neblition, Smeomesu said, the
s was truee 1o the origina vi-
siem in its use of Myers Park inspired
strects that conmvect, accessible

Some of the houses under construction along Vermillion's winding striets will b

green space and neighborhood wal-
Kabsliry,

The belp bwanch the two phiases
now under way, Bowman formed
Mew Viermillion LLC in 2004 with
panmers Gordon Glasgow and Stow-
art Boswell,

Danid Weeekley Homes, Turn-
berry F and £ Metz Homes
arc participating.

Moge townhomes and thaee-kevel

dhwellings that Berwman calls
e bt i A B e
wisrks,
Mew urbrnism hasn't boen
comgernised in the reeemt
bullding surge. Low said,
The developers ine ad-
hering to DL
witich calls for i
aneas” conneeted wa
village cender by curv-
ingzsarcets and a
25-mihe lincar park.
A e oucer edpe
ame lange estale
Themes where people
prefer amare se-
eluded lfestyle,
“Bait % you walk o~
waard tho center you find
miedium-size houses with mare
compact kots,” Low said, “Then you
feather invo coitages appealing 1o
o professionals and empty
esters, live-wark unies. and uld-
mately the town center.™

Construction complered or under
way involves about half the acreage
in Vermillion, but Bowman said
buildiers have spokien for all the rie-
maining lamd,

He believes the communiey will
b coonmrapletid by 2002,

Dueg Semith: T04-358-5074




